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BOW lost several people in the lran raid (see Gung-Ho,
Jan, 1983). This chapal window is-in their memory.

article,

Views of AC-130H Spectre.-Armamant forward to afl is:
two 20mm Vulecan cannon, 40mm Bofers gun, 105mm
howilzer al rear. Hed abjects on Bofors and howilzer
barrels are llash suppressors and inlegral to the weapon.
All armament is mounied en 1he port side. Na, the
Specire does nol make a eharp left turn-when the 105 is
fired. See next maonth's issue for comprehensive spectre

ferved from the Alr Force Tactical Alr
Coommumand (TACT o MAC: the 20l Adr
Dhvision was activated to serveas the
admindstration umnit for all specal:
operations actlvities in the AdrForce:
and the ‘151 5CW.-along with other
active and reserve Alr Force unilis,
was placed 1inder 1ts operational
comrral

The winga primary missian is
Miving commandg teams into 2ostile
areas. providing air support (o them
while they're there, and extracting
them when lt's time to move out.

To da'this, the wing can field a
variety of specially-equipped aloraft.
all'af theérm unlque in the Alr Force.

These. include the wing's prime
mever, the MC-130 Combal Talon a
converted Here able to drop troops or
supplies with pinpoint accuracy, and
maxke midair rescue snatches of
Lroopsar alrcrewnen on the ground:
the AC-130H Spectire gunship,
mounting an awesome array of
weaponry: the HH-53H Pave-kow
helicopter, and the venerable UH-1N

Huey, which servies g8 both a lroop
aml-cargo carrler and a gunship in
SO missions.

The MC-130-E Combat Talon,
sometimes-knoamn as "Blacktind® for
& rale-ini "hlack” fights.— the kind
whers vou cross international
bordersowiibouil gFeiiing vour s
port stamped — was custom-made
for carmyving Special Forges or Navw
BEAL toams on clandestioe missdons,
getting 'them in, and getting them
fak.

It is equipped with the Fulton
surface-to-Alr Recovery [STAR)
syvslen, specialized acrial delivery
egquipment; communication. elec-
tronic wastare, and aerial refueling
SYE{EITIS:

s electronic gear includes FLIR
[forward-looking, infrared ) sensors;
rerrain-following radar that allows
the plamedo v Al abidoades as low as
250 foct, & K-band radar for high-
rezolution ground mapplng, an
Inertial navigatlion system, and a
LORAN-U receivern.

Here a USAF SOW pathfinder gains control oi his chule.

Elecironic countermeasuresin-
clude the AN/ALE-4G radar werning
receivern ANGALE-2T chatl dispensers,
and the AN AN B Infrared decoy
svatem to draw off heatseeking.,
surface-to-air, or alr-to-air milssiles,

The STAH system. [See Gung Ho,
Dec. 1982, "Sky Hook™) consists of ap
inflatable balloomn 4 525-font nylon
lift- Hne, a botile of hellum. and &
gafety harness that can bedropped to !
the groncnd, The user straps on the
harneas=. acfaches the line o the
harnese and balloon, inflates the
Balliwr, and releases 1t The NE:
130E makes a low pass and catohes
the line with a pacr of booms mounted
o the noseof the alceralt, secures 4L,
and fifts the man in the harness ofl
the grournd.

The Ajr Force says the force of the
TECWETY SVsTe's enateh 15 less than
the shock of an opening parachute.
The cvslem cah recover two.men
simulianecusly or up to 500 pounds
of equipment. Onee grabhed from the

H.G. of the 16lh Special Operations Sguadron.
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ground. the recoversd men or egquip
ment are reeled in by the cree.

Ihere are 14 Combal Talons in the
Adr Foree, six sasigned to the 1st
S0W's Bih Special Operations
Sopuiaciron al Huoroo L o o e 7L
205 al Rhein Main Adr Base in the:
Federal Republic of Germany, and
lour with the 1st S0O5 at Clark Air
Hase in the Fhilipplones.

Al these unils are urder he com-
mand af the Znd Air Thvision, along
wilh several Alr Foree Reserve unlts:
the 30200 303 al Lube Air Furoe
Base, Arizona: Lhe 91915 Sperial
Chperalions Group at Duke Fleld.
Eglin Air Force Basc, Florda; and the
193rd Electromic Combat Groug al
Harrisburg Inrernational Airporl,
Pennsylvania.

The reserve unils fly the earlier
versinn nf Spoctoe, the AC-130A, as
well as the EC-130 and CIT-3 heli-
copter, the “Jolly Oreen Giant” ol
Vietnam faome.

Thoe %IC-15308 CombsAal Talon is
powcred by towr THE-A-1D (urhopoop
engines developing 4,200 shali
horsepower cach. [ics al more than
SO0 b with g cetling al 30,000 fest,
anel hias a 2000-mile range without
ridalr relueling, Maximum gross
takeoff weight is 1535000 puunds,
anel the plane carries & orew of six
ollicers smed Bve enlisted men,

U wirdrop operations, the Combat
Talon will slow to L4d mph for per
sonnel, 120 to 288 mph for equip-
treennl dropes, and will urdoad eguoips-

ment ar minimom altitudes of 50
el

The plane™s array of radars and
=enEarA is designed o provide iowith
capabilities lor locating drop zones In
unLnown territory and making pre-
Cision airtworne deliveries.

The AC-130H Specire, destgned ns
A replacenwenl for the AC-470 Dragon
Ship and AC-1 19K Stinger used in
Vietnam, is armed with two 20mm
Yulean cannon. & 10 nun Zofors gun,
and o 199mm howitzer, oll mounted

i1 the port side of the aircrafi

Spectre 13 Intended to orbit combat
zunes and provide precision lire-
prmwer lor commandn reams on the
ground, In addition fo the basic
weapons configuration. the Specire
can be fitted with bao F B2 mini-
guns, grenade launehers, ancd gun or
rockel pods, das well as other alr
munliions which cou e coarried
under the wing.

Along with the weaponny, Specime
is fitted with FLIR sen@ors for langet
detevlion by day or night, through
haxe or battle smoke: a gared laser

A member of a LUISAF S30W-
supported umit makes a
HALD inserlion. SOW sup

ports all unit special-opera-
tions etfarks.
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Hhurninater for covert illuniination,
whase sourre can't be seen from the
grounds a laser target dlesignator and
range linder: a 2,000-wall search
light; four AN/ALLY BT FOM jammcning
pods; the ANARN-92 tnertis] navig
linn svatem: LOKRAN-C and Doppler
radar; a "Black Crow” syslen to
detect ground radio cmissions: a
special radar o pick up coded groamd
radar beacons; sl bao LLETY (looas-
ligh!-level televisian) Laimeras
mienaniesd onagihntbeled plas fomin, one
wilh g wide :-,hgln:-_ the acher willy &
highi-ressaluiion lens, Video recorders
are also carried on board lor post
s iom ana besis,

Powerplan (e Spectie consists ol
four Alllson THE-A-15 engines de-
veloping 4,910 shall horsepower
pach. withy takeoff weipt 1, speed and
celling approximately the same as

the Combal Talon, Specire carries o
crewr of nine enlisied neo and five
el i s,

Tre sclelition o its gumship nnission,
Spectre has served cffectively in
gealch and reseue pissions, mnsl
rlAbly when o comenercial airliner
erastied] near Miandi 0 1973 and a
Speetre orbited e coash site, using
ils ZEW searchligh! to gulde rescuo:
wonhers aned ilhoeminale the ground
loor laen,

The mine Spectres under 1sl S0W
are fiowm by the 16th S0% at Haarl
Liurt. the onby active-duty AT Foree
soppadron cquipped with them.

The HH-55H Pave Low helicopler. A

version: ol The rear loading CH-53C. is
g twin-lurbine endine, single rotot,
heavy-1ift chopper wilth a misslon
similar o the MO- 1500

Flown by the 2010h SO5at Harlbuet,
which also flies the 1o S0Ws Hucws,
the HH-H3H is equipped with a night
adverse weather capahility through
lerrain followlng and cerrain-awoil-
ance ground-mapping radar, FLIE
syslem and Dopoler Inertial nasdgi-
(o] Syslerms,

The Mave Low s eguipped wills @&

A USAFHH-53 Pave-Low chopper
makes a high-speed pass.




HISTORICAL SKETCH:
1ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING

Iore than o dowen Veard agh, A gpacia’ category of ULE.Alr
Foroe warriors were reinesrnated Called “air comimandog”
dufring World War 1L toey are presently assemmbled under 1w
gmblemn of the 126 Special Operasicns Wing (50W at Hurlburt
Higld in the ponbandle of northwsst Florda,

Thz wing's lineags dates bacsk to the 13t Alr Commando Group
whinh was creasaed Marsh 29, 1944, al Hallakandi, India. The
uriit riees won fame pronding fighter cover, air strikes, and
Airlift for "Wingate's Baiderg” who Were opereting behind ensimy
nes in Burma. 15 wss over Burina’s juneles that the ol
Eomrmandos earmes thelr World War IT repatation as anwoelbiscdox
Alr ENGaTE

Socopding to the commandos, Ganaral Henry "Hap' Arncld
told them, “To hall with 30mMiTHStration and paperwork, go ol
and fight!™ They Lok him Titerally, and before they were
throagh, the “Burma Bridgs Pustars™ had bean awardaed the
Digtinmiiched Unds Zitation for extraorcdnery heroism. Adter
World War II, the group was tranglerred to the Unitsd States
and fisbaridad with full honors an O, & LBdE.

The air-comimands legacy ras revived with the activation of
tha A400th Dorbat Creny Training Squadren at Hurlbirt Fleld in
1961, and the wing's recsnt history begud. Wicknuwomwd Jungle
Jun,” thiz nueleus anticipaved Pregident Johmn F. Eennedy's order
to the armed forcas in May 1962 to strendthen the ability to
fight guerrilla warfars, aspeciadly cosmnmuuanisl “ears ol tabkinnal
liberation”

The squadron was expandsd to the 4400th Combat Crenr
Training Group on March BG, 1962, lesg then ofie yesss allar s
horthidats, Tha unit was redesignated the st Adr Commmsrcdo
Group on April 27, 1962, Tt was laler anlarged ad, by dJuly 1,
19635, was converted to the st &:r Comensido; Wing, The wuil
becans bhe 1ot 80W of the U.S Alr Foroe's Bpecial Opsrabicng
Foroe (TBAFROF) v qQuly 8, 1985

Lijgsiong of USAREOF and the lst S50W were tornsolidated
under the wWing on July 1, 1974, and the wing was rodesignatad
a3 the 834l Tactical Compogits Wingd, raportingg dizecily to Llidg
commander of the Tactical A Comrnand { TAC), Effective July 1.
19%E, Liw wing wice again wdsuiiesd ile mode Disboric taee of
the 1st 20T, The 14t BOW was ditechs] Lo rdpeorh to B
ecmmandar of Ninth Alr Foree, sffective Jolyi 1, 1076, Ths Wing
raported Go Winth Air Force wntil Septamber 1880 when it wae
designates 1o report dirsctly 1o the EJTIH'.I'IHJ'LCIHF' T-u.t.hr.-u-] Adr
Command.

Albbinugls o parasion of L wing was closely assoo ated witly
the tuitdup of Tnived Stabes pressncs in Souchess | Asis (5HEA),
the employmoant of the wing's speclal-operations conzents it the
Hepublic of Wielimn: was sodiew hat sltered, sinte 68 operatior
i SEA wes Hiloied o s support oF geciecsl purpose foroes, 5
was oot until the waning years of the Vietnam comflict that. a
Cruly special-opesalions missioc: was Slanned and ecrecates. Toe
ddring Son Tav prison rdid jre Norlly Visloearn o wes Sareriad oul
Wi, 20, 191

Thiroighoul ks prasenl isbory, toe baaic mission of the 1st
AW Tiad rrrmainad nnetingsd. Bg Bhe foesl poinl foe Ale Forge
special-operations maiiers, toe wing has yrnore aophisticatad

cabilities than the original aiy cormmaindos) Tts spezial-
aperatioms sapabilitiss inchads assisting in/theinsernal defenss
it allied naticms, condunting pepmho-logionl operations, Managing
vneonventional warfare asgete, and relatad astivities. The witg
ia capable of Lraining the forees of allisd mations to defend
againgt tra mibvaraiva guarlla operationa Ao commenly ino use
arcund the world today.
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retractable wic refueling l.IILLI-I:'
lerriad Bpoist, Lwn ||;r1IL-.n|1.e1h]r~ Al 1=|—_v,
Mael anks, aomor placing, and may be
configuneel wilh three 762 mn mini-
dyns of thieee St-caliber machine
duns to deliver soppressive lre. Iis
power plant eonsists of Tewo TH GE
7A 1urbo ahatt engines developing
1535 horsepower cach.

Maximmum speed of the airerall is
1536 mph, moge without nudair roe-
fucling is EdK1 miles, and maoximuarm
gross tokeoll weigng is 42,000
pHoamicls,

The Pave Low carrles o crew al =i
o o beaul wp o 37 conmendos,
24 hitter casecs with four medicul
attendants, or 1GO00 |:|:_'-I:L'|_4:].~; ol
caryss,

The UH 1M provides che Let SOW
wilh gunship coverage as well as
infliration amd exfilbaton of reon-
Taissanee 4nd comnbal conteel pee-
gatinel, as el as e lical-ovar i lion
i ==icns.

The chopper carcies a crew of three
or four depending aon mission re
guircments, including an airceraf
commander. pilol, I'I[L__;hl CTinerr.
and gunner for armd missions,

I'he atreraft 1= capable of carmying
|| passengders; o normal mixiere for
the Ull- LN would include the crow
plus six parachuclsts or six liters.
The Huey could alse carry 2.500
pounds of vergo internally or 5.000
pounds 1n a sing load.

Thie Hueys can Tw fitted with a
varivly of egquipment, including
searchlighis, perseonnel-rescue
hiniats, pintle mounted machine or
Cratling guns. grenade launehers,
rocket peds. and loudspeakers.

[n addition to the 20th 505, the
chopper is also flown by Detachiment
I of the 2l Air Division ar Howard
Adr Hase in Panme.

Fiving isn't everylhing in the 1st
SO, [ts Special Operatons Cornlal
Control Teadn's mussion 1 fo provide
forward air guldance and air-tralie
control, including Hmited weather
ohbservation at forward operaling
areas in unconvenclonal-warlare
slludlions: o position and operate
visiial dnsl ele leonic navigation aics,
carged desidralinm amd vonnonica
Lions eqpipiment for seriking? larcers:
Aeinn advise g0 assist selected LS.
Army, Navy, and torelgn military
forces in the capalsilities and use of
A Foree special opesilions asses:
act 2a liaison to alher L5 mililarsy
unemve ntlonal-warlare loroes dur
ing point operations. gnd poerfiorm
reception site (drop zone, landing
o, andd recovery’ EOe ) CPFCTALTIS.
us well as provide grotnd conirol lor
toactical mirera’ duriog speclal opera
1=,

Team mombiers are trained in
static line and free-Gall panscholing,
uze of both cpen- and closed-virewil

GUEG HO/August, B4



SCLIRA gear. amphihlons operations
In amall haats and air-dropped io-
flatable boats, and cverland missions
In arctic, desert. or tropical condi-
tioaa,

Officvial military spokesmen haw
been vighl-lpped aboul the specific
redes of i he 1l SOW in the Grenarda
aperation: Pentagon spokesmen and
those al Hudburt have refused Lo

confizm or deny any inwlbement af

the wing atl all

Evewirness news acemmts nf the
early siages ol the Grenada landings.
however, make mention of the
Spretres’ role in providing air cover
IThey helped vaporize iwno BTR-TO
APCa) around the caztital of St
Creorges. ond the complex timing and
coordination of the Marine heli-
copter assault at Pearl Airpor: near
the capital and the Cuban-bullt
runway g1 Point Salines on the cther
end ot the island point to the handi-
work of the 503 Comnbal Condrol
Teams i providingd air-trallic conlool
and recon. and the Sth S35 in de-
Iivering the Rengers to rhe field. [(Nos
all of <hem jumpred: later waves of
Rangers debarked from planes on the
ground a1 the airfi=ld ]

Cazt. Dennis F. Sione, execubive
otficer of the 2nd Air Division. said
e eormnrnand operates A throe-manth
schoal for U-130 plots and crews
drawn from MAC and assigned Lo
special eperations with the sl S0,
to famillarize them with their planes’
unigue equipment and special ying
miselons. iy Lhwe ligre they armive al
Hurlburt, he said, thev will have
already received Alr Force survival
traindng and all che lore eyl need to
funetlon in the squadron. besides
cperation al special armamesnis,
resciie eguipanend, and eleclmzies,
which are taught &1 Hurdhurt and 1n
lve-Fire missinns at Fglin's extensove-
F1MINeTY TANHeS,

LQulte a few ol tThem will have al-
ready been o Eglin belore lor tropical
survival Iraining, labeled "Priree Beef
GUNE-HO, August, B4
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SOW: i the single Feal point for &l AlF Fores specisl-oparations
Comabiars And 5 peapaned Lo accoanplish s miskion whehsver or
Cowinadeved it isocalled upon toodo 80,

antl Rins Training” by the Air Forre.
“We lry 1o take nnly the more
exprricneed C-130 pilots.” Stone
said. though |less- f:-:pcricm:'ftl €o-
pllots arc accepted in the 1st S0W,

The wing also provides special
training for its load-mastens in high-
speed airdrop techniques, the STAR
system, and other speclalized
functions.

ke many elite units, the st S0W

traces 1ts orlgins back to World War (1.
when the 1st Air Commando Group
was formed March 29, 1944, at
Ha''(kandi, Indie.

Trhe group won fame providing
flohrer cover, air strikes, and airlift
for Maj. Gen. Orde C. Wingate's
“Chindil” ralders in Burma. where
the Alr Commandos earned a reputa-
ton as unconventional air fghters.
winning a Distinguished Unit
Citation belore Lhe group was dis-
Fearacled fon 1848,

The Atr Commandos wele revived
with rhe actlvation of the 4400ih
Combat Crew Training Group an
March 20. 1962, Oy July 1863, the
group was expanded and redesig-
nated the Lslt Air Commando Wing, [t
brecame the 1st Speclal Operatinoms
Wing of the Alr Force Special Opera-
tions Force on Juby 8 1864, During
the peak of the Vieinam conflict, the
Special Operalions Foree included 31
squadrons, more than 10.000 per
sonnel. and 550 atreraft.

Many of these alrcraft included
vintage A-1 Skyraiders, AC-47
Dragon Ships, AC-119 Stingers. and
AT-28 Trojans: all these atreraft are
shown in a =lalic display at the
entrance Lo Huslburl Fleld,

The Special Operaticns Foroe also
flew the firsr operational versions of
Combat Talon and Specire.

COinoJuly 1, 18994, missicns of the
Specigl Gperalions Foroe and 156
SOW were consalidated and the wing
was redesignaterd the 83drh Tactical
Compasile Wing, reporting directly to

the commander of Tactlcal Air Com-
mand. The wing resaumed (18 original
designation of 1st SOW a yvear later
and assigned to TAC s Ninth Alr
Force, then was again placed under
direct contrel of TAC in September
1980,

The wing is currently scaffed by
more than 3,200 military persannel,
1z authorized 15 C-130 airerall and
15 helicoprers. and participates in 10
juint training exercises Hnnua]]}r,
including low-level infiltration and
exfilrration missions, search and
rescue, armed reconnaissance, con-
voy escart and close alr support,
working with Green Beret and SEAL
tcgms. as well as other specialized
operatives,

The wing aperates Lhe Adr Force
Special Cperations School, first
established in October 1964, to
present orientation courses on
southeast Asia, and was a directorale
of the 4400th Wing. It became the
Special Air Warfare School under the
L.5. Air Force Special Alr Warfare
Center In Aprl]l 1967, and was re-
designated the Alr Foree Special
Crperations School In July 1968,

The schiool balns selecied LS and
allied mililary personmel in the geo-
juiilical, psychologheal, soelolegloal,
and millitary implications of 1.5, Air
Force speclal operations and trains
selected U.S. personnel for the
Security Assistance Program. to serve
as trainers and advisors. The pro-
gram slso leaches methods of deallng
with or preventing terrorist attacks
or k:dnappings af personnc] assigned
Lo petentiolly hostile areas The unit's
matto speaks for itsell "Any Time,
Ay Flaes,”
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