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Zombat cont-ollers can literally
hwe notne water. At le't, Lt Fread
Batthews helps 550 Werdal
Greck nta his air wnk harreas
straps Tor a practize sart andry
drel nrlarwater na,-..-i;a:i::un gim
gl thae haval Amphibious Bass,
Caronsde, Calf. Fholos of the
Edrd Miary adrlit: Command's
controllars were lasen by a Hog
AAVE team during a month of
exercises in Hawaii and Calitzrnia.
Combat controflars are assig e
te some 20 locaticons a-aund

tha world. Maarly all are atlached
tz MAC asvial rorl BIJUACrors,

Sometimeas the amphibious airmen go o work in
a sucmar re, but you can't really call them fish ous
of water.

Alr Forse combat contrellers are at Fome—aor at
work—underwater, overwalter in Felicoptars and
fixed-wing aircraft, jumping into the water or anto
the land with or wilhoul sarachutes, cr simply
manning cormrmonicalions gear in some of taa
haottest, coldest, driest, and weattest wealher in the
wCrid.

Irey can run, ski, climb mourtairs, sca e and
descend from cliffs, cross deszerts, ford rivers,
shoot rap ds, chop hrough jungles, even wallaw in
the mud, to get to wark.

Mot every compat cantralle—anc the M itary
Airlift Commanc has about 350 of them—is skilled
in performing each of these ‘eats. Some, like those
who ae amphibious qualified, are traincd for
tropical climates. Others operate in extremre cold,
All, however, are traired in the ways of combat,
carachuting, and weapanry.,

It is how they get there tha: makas them what
they are—a quick eaction fcrce that will go
anywhnere, at any time to get the job done. By
trade they are air traffic controllers or ground radio
1echaicians.

And they arz elite, handpicked from volunteers
and tailor-lrained fo- their demanding mission
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TOr: TSgt. Charlas MaCarthy
ilaft) applies camauflage greass
to hia face while Maj. Dawvea
Hughes (facing camera) gets
aome assistatca batora the two
donned SCUBA gear for an
underwater axercise in Hawsii.
BOTTOM: The lwao switnrmars
follow compass headings.
Compass iz mounted

in wood panel.

RIGHT: Controllars walk
thraugh a bailing surf at tha
Mawval Amphibious Basa,
Coranado, Calif., atter an
urderaata infiltration exercisa.
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BE-OW. A1C Dob James surveys
the next leg of a jurgla
navigation coursa.

BOTTOM and BOTTOM RIGHT:
Centrallers deamonstrate descent
and anding techniguas during a
nan-tactical jump at the Perrisg,
Calif., alrport,

RIGHT: 2Sgt. Pat Moynihan hauls
away hls combatl equipment after
a practica jump.

FA&A RIGHT: Centrallers climb

a steap hill after emearging

‘roim the danse growth of a
Hawaiian rain forest.

#

AIRMAN






BELCW: Sergeant Greak studies
surf action belore donning the
remairder of his SCUBA gear.

LEFT: Contrallars beach their
flooded boat after guccess’ully
chal snging neawvy surf.
SOTTOM: Major Hughes serves
ga coxawain for contro lars
agracticing surt passage.
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When not on specific emplayments, they control
drag zones for a variety of missions. teach, and do
other everyday tasss n their basic sgecialies.

Combil conlrallers have sweatad througn long
hcurs on dirt landing and crop zones from Khe
sann n Vietnam to Timbukiu in Africa Bundled in
mittens ard parkas, they have fait the biling cold
of Alaska. They can be |ifesavers, oo, When an
aircralt commarder bringing needed food and
medical suppias o a disaster-struck area calls
"Final” to a veice near a dirt landing strip, he's
most likaly on speaking terms wilh a combat
cCintroller.

Getting to work can be hait Ine tur—and most of
the challenge.

Swaying wiln the heavy heave of a submarine
standing in off-share water, the amohikicus airmen,
Lurdened wilh some 200 pounds of gear, scrample
hrough the conning tower, untie the black rubber
ooal, mlate it with aottled, compressed air, and
saddle away while the sub sinks back under the
S,

Whon it i= mcre practical, 1he controllers drop
nio the waler from a variety of aircrall, wear ng full
SCLEBA gear and lactical equipment

If the water is cold, Lhe team wears black rubber
SCLEBA wel suils with camouilaged fatigues
stowed N their oackpacks, In warm water, they
swim o shore wearing “ha ‘aligues with their
comibxat bools hung on heir web bells.

Tactical equipment ircludes radios in &
waterproal pack, <nives, modiliesd M-16 assault
rifles, maps covered in plastic, canteens, jungle
poals, smake or flarms, and panels for mar<ing
drop zones. They can eat, whoen nacaszary, oft the
and.

lhe load, adced 1o the weight ot the alive drab,
twin 72-cubic-foot SCLUBA tanks. means that the
swimmer musl drag from 135 to 200 pounds
througn the water. || demands the best in physical
slaiming and determination.

Because the swim to shore, in most inslances,
musl e masze undarwialor, nawv gation is a
challenge. And itz accomplished without ligat, at
night. An lluminaies compass and a Jdeplh gauge
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orovice the only dizsczmisle reference points. Tre
COMmpass 15 mounted on a small woodan board for
easy handling and stability in the walor

Verligo and dizziness are twin hazards at night
in the walor. With no surlace references an a pitch
black night, swimmers can boecome disoriened
easily. They are waight ess atter submerging and
achieving nautral bucyancy.

The swimmers go in pairs, using the "buddy”
syatem. The lead swimmer navigates whila the
other helps monitor the course and depth. They
support each ulher lhrough the severe moental ara
oFysical strain. Physical contact betwean the two
s the second swimmer's firm hard grasp on the
leaners waist strap Now ang then through the
swim, the sccond swimmer will tug or the strap to
‘eassiure e compass man that g1l is going well.
Whin the swimmers or the raft-paddlers fina Iy,
each shallow water, “hay face new obstacles,
draawing surf, coral, or rocck can send them
crashing and somersaulting iMto jayyed rocks and
coral heads

Tre amphibious airmen are also at Fome
ovirrwater They count among their kind some of
the mosl skilled and respactad free-fal and
static- ire pargchulists in the world. Ard they are
ully sell-sutticient and abie to irfiltrate a forward
area. remate or hosile, to =of 1Lp needed
communications.

naddition to direcling air tratf ¢ for supply or
Iroop drogs. they can provide farward weather
abservation and nather intelligence. If need be.
lhey car z2lso escape and avade with skill.

It "akes two ta three yoars te make a combat
contraller. who must endure and axcel in many
skills fo carn the right 1o wear the distinctive bius
beret. Among them are air traffic control and radio
mairtenance courses, arctic and tropical survival
schools, jump irstruction, SCUBA and amphibious
traiming with Nawvy Seal teams, and
COUrler-insurgency courses.

AQE isn't necessarily a factor Members of 5
combat contrel team can range in age fram 19 1o
45 Staying in shape is a key. And s0 s
stayving-with-it determination. =M=
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