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oy TEgt. TOM DAWYER
snotes MSgt ENTDE MoCROSSAN

SEH'ND ENEMY _INES
TG BRING OUT
AN AIR MARSHAL.

Tro s.nwas just abave tha troc
ire s the CH-Z helicopter | fad
cff, On boaro wors soeon memoaors
cf tha B3t~ Tamical Compnsile
Wing Cemioat Cantral Toarr.

A5 1he halicopter aporaechead 15
cdastinatio=, tha tezm stood ir ine
redar. readcy o jurtp,. E5gl Bob
Slowars shrugosd his shoulders,
maki~g a 3b-pound parachute =5l
Tiore camforably an ais back He
waiched as tesm  leader and
jumpmasmar Maj. Hayden Lears
d regted e gilot towasd t-&ir tar-
.

Sasre gave his lear a  lhuenoy-
W

Cirre ronule Hom lhe Crop 2one.
Wtk tha chagoor blades™ rhivtnmic
roar crowning any otner sound, the
tzam ingned ‘oward the cogm. As
tney reacned the droo zote toe
major gJdizkly pairted 1o the door
ard steppes cut 1weas 10 000 ket
clowen.

Bliowers we2 the [curlh man ol
Just 28 he left the platdorm. -e
pivaled z2nd Tacss e frant af [he
aircraft. Tre forcs of the a rstream
puches Fimo ‘st his free fal
Cuickly. he snrarchad  the  sRy
be ow 1o loozle the Team feader.
His hands wsre crawn back by his
g e, pales forward 4nd e wsesd
thorm te il the air ard move o
withine 50 wardds of lbe sl ol he
toam. Reszhing oo 2,500 foot
level, ha ou lsd tha rip core

Leocs than M) szoondds abor
Mz ar Bezre steoped oul of ke
hallicastzr, ne seven-man team
was on the arcund nusriving ebout
s joa. Withaut kazitaticn 3ab
maved o Ihe darea whare ne wou Jd
sipread an arange panel. 2 woa d
meric Thng Srop Zo7e for & fecenc
tezm, scheduled o link up Wit~
frendly guerrillas ard eecort 1o
frenaom an air marshal whna 14
sucoessiu |y attempted W over-
thraw his governmient. a8 tofa
laria regims dl war wih thae LS






A5 he worked Sergeant Blowers
falt a long way fram the peaceful
scene he woke up fo only a ‘ow
hours ago.

It was £ am when hiz alarm
b urted 18 roticea that the day was
begirning. He rose and moved

slowly intc the kitznen to start
brewing cofiee, Beoween cops one
and two he showered, shavec, and
warn up. He lissanes 1o ne surf
break con tne shere outside Fis
Okaloosa lsland apartmant as he
poured his third cup, mixing it,
“hinnde and swest "

He dressed in camouflaged fa-
tigues, realizing 1t might be days
befare he'd get a shower and
clean clothes again. A quick Inok
in twe bathroom mirror, time to
comb some “air back into place,
and Boo ~eaced “ar the blue Pinto
runatout pscead in frant of his
apartment.

Except for a “ew lights, the is-
and and the main stee: o Fort
Waltan Beach were still aslesp. it
was already 75 degroes s~d the
Fumidity wus rising gy he lurned
onto Hurlburt Field frem the "right
wwurr only” lane of Houte 36

Likc the beach, the =erica base
was quiel. A lone car -astad nthe
azse excharge parking lal. Bob
Fraded ‘or the Combat Control
Team build 'ng near the flightline.

C-47s ware being pre-fligntad
on the rama ir front of the Building,
ancd Corrhbel Contrc!l 'eam  eeps
anc trailers stood ontwoon the
adildire and the 47s.

After drawing his fftr cup of the
morring, Boh moved o tha three
ong, chute-packing tables, cover-
gl wilh gear lhe l=am would uso
N odEy's mission.

"It yvou're going to jurp out o
A halicepar at 10,000 fert o
want everylning to o nice aro
smoaoth,”  savs Slowers, He
grabbed the srans of his chumr
and checkec for any problemas. |2
anly took abcut five minutes to
make sure eventhing was as he
had [ef 1t the night before—ready
o Qo.

Az Baob finished his check,
Major Sedry walked up o give he
mission brieting to team one tor
theic FALD (High  Altitude-1 ow
Openicg) Mission. Bob and the
othars  edgec closar, @sager o
learn wha! taday s job would be,

At the same time, team two
began its aricfing in tho supply
room close by, & Chird ledm par-
ficipating woL d be brietec lazer.

Major Gears daanriben the mis-
sion to team one. As o1 all apecial
operdlions Comoat Contral
leams, three-fourtkbs ol  the
mernbers are quahfied as ar traffic
contrallers. and at least a fourth as
radio repairmen, Toey  (ecaive
nearly B0 weeks of training that
cove s everything fram High Aldti-
tude-Low Cpening parachuting w©
SCUBA civing, amaohibiows lamd-
ing, and sking.

&g Major Heass explained the
missor, It was obvicus that it
wou d be fa'rly typical ol Ihose for
which the teams are trainred Tha
major indicated on a gray magp
where it would happen. Each
man's jcb was axplained ir datail.

Taey learned abolt the a - mar-
shal. He Fad made an unsuscocess-
ful atempt 0 overtarow the Com-
munist governrienl of his counlry,
He asked the U.5. Government for
assietance in making b5 escape

Tne combal contrellers got the
jok.

UWell e the first leam fo jurmp
in, " Mzjor Sears was saying &5 he
incicatod the jump zonc on tho
mag. Itwouldn® be mar<ad for the
first t2zm. "Once we''s on tre
crodnc our tirst cbhbjective will Ee
to mark the crop 2one far t-e sec-
cnd tearn.”

Geatzing the air marshal out of tre
country was the task assignad 1o
tearmn two, while tear: threg's jotb
was to get intot-o arca and soourc
a landing zone Tor lhe escape
“elicapter.

TEAM TWO JUMPS STATIC

Pr:b Rlowers didn't apend much
t mie contemplating the morning's
ovords. Hoe quickly spread his
pangl a9d walched a fallow tagm-
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mate coTpute tne wind velocily.
The average wind boowaon the

ground  and  jumping altitude
would be radiced to tha sfat’c line
team {team wa) due o arrive any
M nute now.

Saan the drose of a twin-angine
C-47 alertad tasm o-e, j.st finish
ing 15 wor< at the drop zonc
Cwverhnad eanh of 17e seven men
an legm bwo meved to connest his
parachute “static lins” to tha air
creft's anchar line cable, which
wald aclivale Lo eir paracnutes as
they ¢ eared the g rotaf,

The jumps were claan. "Whan rha
last man was ouw, the HaALO
l2dim—ILledm cne—picked Up its
gear and heaced irto the nearby
waods, Now the temnerafure was
near 90 cegrees and the humidity
had almoat reached its limil. Bob's
fariguss ware soaked with sweat
A~ e han 2lreacy emptied o-e
cameen. Bul since thera wera
planty of etraame aleng Lhei- route,
there wes ne nead to ratior his
wator,

Team ana rendezvouzed =zt s
nzarky tower o recanbrm s roote
and sach man's task for the rest
oi Lhe nission. Bok teck his posi-
ticn as rear guard as the team
bedan a seven-mile ek Throuah
thick underbrush, oine groves and
swemp. e ground was dry and
cach sizp seemad to scho. oo
tezm meved cawiously mmying not
to be heard. They hoped lo avoid
any co~tact with the cnemv

lh= reasn- was simple. Combat
Contrallers are nol ollensive
forces. "We arent fichiars, Cur job
iz 1o gel i~ta a- area. do onr jok,
a~d get out withow! eng=yging Lhe
eremy, uavs ChSgt Jim Howall,
NCOIC of the Bd4tn TUW Combat
Contral Team He empnasized that
e gaying engmy forcos czn only
atrac: attontion and tqat s one
thing @ombat controllars  dand
Wan:,

Curing the Viena™ war. combat
controllers  were  aindropped o
collect recornaissance iqforra
ticn. Ir Opcration “Junctior ("

for examplz, it was the combat
caontrollers who directaed the Saush
Vistnamese Ai-borme in thair at-
taclk,

Fow pilcts aver flew ovar Viet-
nam witrout nea-irg Combal Con-
tro. Team call sgns, "Tailo pe"
ard “Toll Houseg,”

lactical Compas te Wing Cam-
pat Contrallers have o onderco
rigoraus trairing, whickh empra-
SIZDS  avoicing ensmy  contact
Ofteen in Vietnar they received
their recon aizsacce training cn
the spot. Gradustion zritesia were
perhaps the mest unosoal aoy-
where.

"They woauld take par in a0 ac-
tual recocnnsissance patrel.” =ays
Howe |, Ya-d, it they relurned
aiivg, they grad_atec "

Altbcuch Boh Blowers anc his
HAL O team (team zne) wersn'l on
4 reconnaissance  nission  thie
timea they satill wanted 1o resurn
aive, S0 they ware making every
affart to —ove Jndetecled lowarg
tmeir oojective still sowven mi es
L

Wewere to ocoupy and seoure
=n asandchec eneiny camp for
Use noan ocvernighs bivouas, After
trc air rars-al ~ad nean taken aut
alte zountry, fea=s lwo endt-ree
would join s Tor tho nght Taen
we wol ooall hesd hame in the
marting, T Blowers recalled late-
"Team one would 4’50 serve as
4 deccy to koop aggossors aweay
rom the air marshal and team twe "
-2 said.

Linfortunataly it didr't all work
cut as alan~ed, The trounle brgan
heal ang after team two rey-cupeo
an the ground, ard ther tear
chlef. Sopt. Dave Larscn, ed them
to treir Tirst objective, lhe drea
wrens team thiee would arrive, It
was not far frer the drcp zans.
Oreo there TSal. Charlie Hutsan,
assislant team ch'af, aqd 850
Bobk Weller gse'stzd the  third
team- -called the rappe ling tzam
because thay zave the helicopl=
by repoel ing down ropes insteac
af uma ng. Rappelling technigues
are uwscd whsn high trees make
jurrping dangercus.,

Atter the rappe ling leam was o
tha greund, Gaptai~ Larson led nis
men tre & rendezvous woth Pieng v
guerrillas and the air marghal
[ained them enrcuts to his escape.

{in tha graund the third feam
rovae to mark angd sscure a land-
ing zone for the he'icopter that
would take the air marsiral out of
clamge-



| he hike was routne—unti| they
got with n 300 vards of their ab-
jactiva. The craczkle of snal arms
and machineg.n fire a nouncad
the amb.sh aoiper  bullets
dropoed gverny iman un lzam lhree,
anc the landinrg zona was takan
over by t-e enemy. Latsr, Capl
Fod _opez, who had designed the
misgion, would surmize thal the
leam bpecame gcomplacent be-
cause they nad sucn an uneventful
Pribug.

A CLOSE CALL

Meanwhile, team bwo had a
close call. Bob Weller desected
the sourd of a metargycle in the
distance when feam two was less
than two hours into it missian.

“It's coming our way,” he decid-
ed and told the toam tolake cover.

They nad jusl crossed a road
anz now they waited snxiously for
the threat to pass. Cnly a few hun
dred yards away, team ang wasg
moving piarallel to tezm  two's
routa. Shartly afte- the motorcycle
passec Captam Larson's unit, they
heard the reparts of a GAL-Z rifle.
Undar Major Sears, team one was
dai~g its jcbh as decoy.

Finally botn 1ears were able 0
continue foward their ehjoctives.
Apparently the sniper had fired
because he thoughnt he haard ar
saw sometning and late- decided
he hadn't Af least. he gidnt both-
er them zgain

Blowars now took soint guard for
hiz team and it conlinued to mova,
Tha “"point” claars t-e way and
walches for local ‘orees. Adcition
ally, there was ang man an eac”
side of the palrel and o-e in the
rear to keep watch The tearr
movad deapsr irto faraign territo-
[y,
Without warring, & rapical del-
~ge soaked the men—io 1-eir de-
light since it lowered “ha soaring
termperatures. LInder caver of the
rain Bech pizked up the pace anc
tne tear began a farced marcn on
a zZI0zag course. | hey frst travelec
soLth, than wesl then south again
and then east always mowing
cloger to the site of their byvauac
Thery didmt want lneal torces to be
alrle o pick up thei gl loo easily,
and Lhe sygcagyging hindered any
attcmpts.

Team one had been cut nearly
fve ~ours when they aporoached
their dostnaton.  Unknown to
them, they mizsed a- ambush
whan they decided @ go to tho
cast of the swamp rather than wast

as their plar ndicated  Mow they
dJecided to circle the camp and
antar from the west, They watched
for smipers and guards as they
circlad, a~d again their change
avo ded an ambLs-.

Meanwhile, Captain Larson and
his fram weran't having as much
luck. Thay, too, had taken advan-
tage of the rain tc make betiert mo
and had quickly arrived at the end
of their route But they soon recag-
nized that thay had missed their
abjecztive oy three-fourths of a
Tile

Tha raciorran, 55cl. Bob ko ly,
Toved towarc Captain Larson so
a0 nauld corlac: the helicoprer o--
tiling the landing zone,

"Tearmn twa, this is Voit-0-3' the
cilet answerad. “The landirg pad
1as not been secured and the
rappclling team has been zapped.
We drew hecavy ground fire when
we triec 1o make an approach,
Slanding by for further instruc
tions.”

Captain | arscn gathered  his
leam and decided cn an alermnsz-
tive course,

“Vout -3 team two., Echo Julist
Bd.26, F2.43."

Tha pilet tcld Larson it wou d
take him 15 mi-utcs 1o reach the
new destination. For team fwo the
missicn Fad baen extended by 45
mirutes.

"he tzam headed west agair,
the ai- ma-shal in the cenler cf
their column. Fortunataly, the ran

hzd cooled the air and I=ft the
leaves and grourd wet Tne
dampnass  helpec  hush  thair

movemerts, But there was a prab-
lem, ton. The enemy haz an addi-
tional 45 minutes 1 locdle the
pickun peint,. The {feam haz to
move fast,

As they moved outf, Hulsan oo«
pont guard, Bob Weller right se-
curity, anc Sgt. Mike Browr |eft
sactrity. M3gt Carl Roberts was
rear quard

The compassman, Shgt Mike
Larmpe, thz radioman, Captain
Larzon, and the air  marshzl
groufped in the centor of the col-
urn. The only obstacles that
slowed them now were “golcha
bushes’ and “waitl-a-m nue
trees " Sows Weller, "Thal's any
treee or bus -~ that gets ic your way”

By now t2am ons had startec
to secure the camp It was sup-
poscdly doscried, out tne crack
of snipers’ rifles annou-ced other-
wise,

Blowers

and  his  teammales

began to move threcugh the camez,
craaping aroand cornare and cau-
tioLsly crossirg streets,

TEAM OME HAS PROBLEMS

The snicers’ fire was dead v,
Cina vy one, team one drooped, As
Blowers moved alang the atresi his
eyes darted from object 1o object
and tree to trag in saearch cf the
anerty. Tne 3nioers wera well
camouflaged. Blowers didn®™ see
Lre ane that go. hirn uncil he slood
up anc fired, Team one was dead.

Lxaatain Larson anc his men
WEIE Lndawdars 1nal they wee (Fe
caola survivors as they continoed
teward the o ckup poirt

As right srcurty Welles was at-
l=ntive lo every sounc, and he
heard twa lazal soldizrs some 200
yvards nornh. A hushed whistle
derled lhe leam and wilh hand
signals Weller told of the danger.
Trey ook cover, Iving on the wel
ground, the smel of rottirg vage-
ldation hanging over the area as
cach man fsced in the dirsction
of the agaressors and waited fnr
thie "all ¢lear” from Caplam Larson,
It came.

[hey continued wast Some of
the men had developec blisters
from walkng in soakec ooots.
Their wet fatigues oegan o wsaar

raches ketween their lrgs ard
under their arms.,
Nearly 35 mitutes nto the ox-

terded leg ot their march ihey
haard the halicopter overhaad, 11
was about 5 querer-mle o the
narthwest and Captamn Larson ra-
dined to verify their rendezviis,

Five hundred yards from tha
clearing woere the air marshal
wollgd be noisted into the hali-
copter, twoe men movaed ouf (o
meke surg it was slear of snipers,

Agai- Larson  comrun catsd
with the chopper pilot. Vo 8-3
thiz iz team two 'l mark the pick-
up point with yellow smoke.

A5 the smoke spewed from the
cannister, Sergeant Roberts
movesd intc the cleanng with the air
marshal, and the nalicopter
lowerac a hoist.

Roborts wailed while hic tearr-
mates watzhed tror the edge of
the woods, aler. Tor snipers, Tha
hoist cuched the ground and
Aoherts strapped the ar marzhal
into it. The choppe” crew lifted him
to satety.

When tre helicopter departed,
Raberts rejoined the team and Lhey
headed for the bivocuac arca, stil
unawaAare tha: il was in the hands



TQ THE MEN
M THE AREMA

A pragua Wy iribnate b Mo siinan
arid oo MO who gave their Neeg
|in Scutheast Asia hangs on tho wall
[ of the Comoar Craw Teaining fResd-
quiarters 3r bunlourt Field, Fla,

Guciing Proglaont Thoodore Roaso |
vall, s Inscriplion reacs: i

e onod the oritlc who couwnts nof
e man wihc points ool how the sirong
T slumblad, or afera e ddoer ol |
deadse couwld have done fham berter
Tho zradil boionge o e man wiho
i Foldally i tha arans, whnge fEoe
s marred by dustaod saveal ond Boog,
who slrives vallantly, who errs and who
COMEE St saaln 2hd Jgsin, wiha
knowe e greal enthpsiams, the Sreat
dovohions ang spends Nimssif inoa
vty caves, who afb Ve beet dnowes
the rriumchs of high ackiovement and
e at the warst & ne falls, at the
legal fahis white daring grasiy, &n hal
fug place snall never be among hiose
;: CONS A lended soun's webo Koo naithor
| ity nor gefear”
| -

rf the enermy. Right now howesar
they wera relieved ond bappy.
With the air marsaal szlely our of
the cauntry, their msson was
cormpleled.

A the “resurrcetion™ of all chrae
leas  they reviewsd what nad
Fean 5 mosl realistic trainirg ex-
ercisa.

“Even witn the BD wesks o
training “he rren receive Jelore
they join S0OF Comba! Sontral
Teams, shay continus to frain reg-
Wlarly ance thev're ir the outfit,”
says Howel

sergeant Howe | rotes  (hat
combat  cantrollers  don'l begin
woll oany special qualifizations.
"Thoy comsta us fram at-er career
fields a-d right ruf of basic Lain-
ing, * he says,

Life for the special coeraticns
combal contraller stars aut toughk
and stays tough When a mar
[wing, he has ¢ be able to "jums
HALD," =ays their NS We
take him ug to 12 200 [est and
push hinoout of the airplane.

OF zourse, he's al-=ady trained
to jumg but nat from th's al-iude.
Ther, too, his chule will coen a.-
tomatically should e sanic and
fargat to pull his tip card. T8 i3
a test

Few have 2,000 jumpe behind
them like Shief Howsll But, o- the
834th Tearm, its likely lhere are
surme working on it =
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